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to say this, Mr. Speaker: there is noth-
ing wrong in America that can’t be 
fixed by what is right in America, but 
it is going to require bold resolve, inno-
vative public policy, and a return to 
our highest ideals. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOLLY). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until noon today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Most Reverend Richard Pates, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Des Moines, Des 
Moines, Iowa, offered the following 
prayer: 

Blessed are You, Lord God of all cre-
ation. You bless us with life. You fill 
each lengthening day with more light, 
a generous light which shines on all 
people. 

We seek Your light, O God, in our 
midst this day, for each woman and 
man of this House, each entrusted to 
cooperate in the making of just laws 
which promote the flourishing of 
human freedom. 

Let Your light break forth among 
these, our public servants. Give us 
faith that as each new day is bright 
with promise, so too is Your spirit’s 
power to transform blame and bitter-
ness into concord and unity, for the 
sake of the common good. 

To You, therefore, generous Spirit of 
God, we commend our work this day, 
that we might walk freely in Your 
light, one people whose future is filled 
with hope. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. POMPEO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one 
of his secretaries. 

f 

WELCOMING MOST REVEREND 
RICHARD PATES 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. YOUNG) 
is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to introduce and recognize 
my friend Bishop Richard Pates of the 
Des Moines Diocese. 

Born in St. Paul, Minnesota, and a 
huge Vikings fan, Bishop Pates at-
tended Nazareth Hall Seminary and St. 
Paul Seminary in his hometown. 

The bishop went on to graduate 
school at the North American College 
in Rome from the prestigious Grego-
rian University. In 1968, Bishop Pates 
was ordained at St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome. 

Bishop Pates’ education laid the 
foundation for his impressive pastoral 
and administrative service to the 
church and, I am proud to say, led 
Bishop Pates to Iowa in 2008, when he 
was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI to 
be the ninth bishop for the Diocese of 
Des Moines. The bishop is also chair of 
the Iowa Catholic Conference, for 
which I thank him again for his service 
to the church and to Iowa. 

I want to thank Bishop Pates for 
opening the House today with a prayer, 
thank him for his friendship, and ask 
my colleagues to join me in welcoming 
Bishop Richard Pates to the people’s 
House. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 requests for 1-minute speeches on 
each side of the aisle. 

f 

MARCH FOR LIFE 

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row hundreds of young people from 
across Kansas will join thousands of 
Americans, young and old, on The Na-
tional Mall for the March for Life. 
They are here to remind us all that, in 
the midst of all the important issues 
we talk about here in Washington, 
D.C., every single life is a gift. 

This year is the 42nd anniversary of 
Roe v. Wade. Since then, over 55 mil-
lion abortions have been performed in 
the United States. This stain upon our 
Nation has been allowed to continue 
for far too long. Yet in the face of this 
continuing tragedy, I am encouraged 
by the fact that today the pro-life 
movement is stronger than ever. 

I see the evidence of that movement 
in the eyes of the young people, young 
people that will come to Washington 
tomorrow from Benedictine College, 
from Conway Springs High School, 
from Bishop Carroll High School, from 
Kapaun Mt. Carmel, and from both 
Kansas State University and Newman 
University. It will encourage me to 
continue my efforts to protect the un-
born each and every day. 

While some just talk the talk, tomor-
row the young people from Kansas will 
walk the walk, and I look forward to 
joining with them on this very special 
and important day to protect this very 
important right. 

f 

AMERICA’S FAILING 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day a bridge collapsed in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, killing one person and injuring 
another. This tragedy calls to mind the 
collapse of the Schoharie Creek Bridge 
in New York in 1987, which killed 10 
people, and the collapse of the I–35 
West bridge in Minneapolis in 2007, 
which left 13 dead. 

I don’t know if more transportation 
funding would have prevented these 
collapses, but I do know that every sec-
ond of every day seven cars drive on a 
bridge that is structurally deficient. 
There are 69,000 structurally deficient 
bridges in the Nation; there are over 99 
structurally deficient bridges in west-
ern New York alone. These numbers 
are unacceptable. Congress is failing 
the American people by failing to ad-
dress this issue. 

Last night we heard from the Presi-
dent a plan to increase funding for in-
frastructure. That is a start, but I say 
we can and must do more. I encourage 
my colleagues to pass an infrastructure 
bill that is large enough to address the 
real needs of this Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PENNSYLVANIA 
STATE SHOWMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the men and women of the Pennsyl-
vania State Showmen’s Association. 
These small business owners have been 
working together since 1967 to keep the 
outdoor amusement industry alive and 
strong through their combined efforts 
to remain one of the best forms of 
American family entertainment. 

I am proud to have many of these in-
dividuals and families in the Pennsyl-
vania Fifth Congressional District, 
such as the Bartlebaughs, Carters, 
Garbricks, and Snyders. 

Above and beyond providing good fun 
and family entertainment, members of 
the Pennsylvania State Showmen’s As-
sociation have remained dedicated to 
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giving back by supporting both youth 
educational scholarships and FFA pro-
grams. Since 2005, the Pennsylvania 
State Showmen’s Association has 
raised and donated over $350,000 to 
youth educational scholarships and 
FFA programming through the work of 
more than 100 of their volunteers. 

Mr. Speaker, the Pennsylvania State 
Showmen’s Association put their indi-
vidual goals aside for the common 
goals of the industry to serve the wel-
fare of the community, the State, and 
the Nation. Their generous record re-
flects their success, and I thank them 
for their efforts. 

f 

WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 
MUST BE RESPECTED 

(Ms. FUDGE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, this must 
be Groundhog Day because this House 
continues to revisit over and over 
again a woman’s right to make deci-
sions about her own health. 

Roe v. Wade has long established a 
woman’s constitutional right to have 
an abortion prior to a fetus’ viability, 
yet Republicans continue to introduce 
legislation like H.R. 36 to ban abor-
tions beginning at 20 weeks, with very 
limited exceptions. 

In Congress and in several States, 
politicians are interfering in com-
plicated private medical decisions that 
should be left to a woman, her family, 
and her doctor. That is why I am proud 
to cointroduce the Women’s Health 
Protection Act, a bill making it unlaw-
ful for States to pass restrictive legis-
lation that will endanger women’s 
health and safety. Women’s reproduc-
tive rights must be respected. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MARCH FOR 
LIFE 

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow marks the 42-year anniversary 
since the Supreme Court decided Roe v. 
Wade. Since then, millions of innocent 
lives have been lost. 

This is also a time to renew hope, as 
Americans continue to advocate for the 
respect of all human life. Tomorrow, 
upwards of a quarter of a million peo-
ple from across the Nation and many 
from my district will march from The 
National Mall to the Supreme Court. 

In Congress, we are working to help 
their efforts. I am cosponsoring H.R. 
36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Pro-
tection Act. This legislation would 
limit abortion after the age at which 
evidence shows an unborn child can ex-
perience pain. 

We must continue to stand for legis-
lation that defends the right to life, 
without which all other rights are im-
possible. 

REMEMBERING SISTER ANN 
KEEFE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Sister Ann Keefe, 
who passed away on Sunday, January 
18. 

In 1982, Sister Ann joined the min-
istry at Saint Michael’s in Providence 
and began her lifelong fight for those 
who had no voice and those particu-
larly vulnerable and marginalized. Rec-
ognizing the challenges that faced our 
city and our State, Sister Ann took ac-
tion to help the poor, empower work-
ers, advocate nonviolence, and promote 
justice for all. 

Providing 30 years of service to our 
community, she cofounded the Insti-
tute for the Study and Practice of Non-
violence, which is credited with help-
ing to sharply cut the city’s murder 
rate. She started Providence City Arts 
to help at-risk youth through the arts, 
and she was involved in creating two 
dozen other organizations that con-
tinue to create opportunity for so 
many. 

I had the extraordinary honor of 
working with Sister Ann over many 
years and treasured our friendship. She 
was a remarkable and strong woman 
who leaves behind a great legacy. Her 
passing is a tremendous loss for Rhode 
Island, but her presence will continue 
to be felt in the community through 
the organizations she helped found and 
run and the positive impact she has 
had on so many. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
her family and loved ones. 

Rest in peace, Sister Ann. 

f 

FIXING THE VA IS DIFFICULT 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this month, the President drove right 
past the Phoenix VA hospital, the fa-
cility at the center of the biggest scan-
dal plaguing our Nation’s veterans, 
without taking a second to stop. 

Last night in his hour-long speech, 
the President hardly skimmed the sur-
face in addressing the major challenges 
our veterans are facing, but he did 
mention we need to do more to provide 
our veterans more job opportunities. 

We agree. In fact, on this same floor 
just a few weeks ago, Members of the 
House passed legislation that would do 
just that: encourage our employers to 
hire more of our heroes. 

Astonishingly, though, our President 
failed to even mention one word about 
the excessive wait times, second-rate 
care, fraudulent records, destroyed 
files, and complete incompetence that 
had been brought to light last year in 
the VA. 

He made no mention on the appeals 
process or recommendations to im-
prove the lengthy process our veterans 

face to access the care and treatment 
they deserve, a topic the House is 
scheduled to have a hearing on tomor-
row. 

Fixing the VA is difficult but not im-
possible. We are here to provide solu-
tions, but we need our leader to be 
ready to work with us, to be ready to 
help us so we can finally give our vet-
erans a system that works for them, 
not against them, in a timely fashion. 

f 

THE MIDDLE CLASS DESERVES A 
BREAK 

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, the three 
most important topics in the Presi-
dent’s State of the Union last night 
were, in order of importance: middle 
class, middle class, and middle class. 

Now, some have called the Presi-
dent’s desire to strengthen the middle 
class with a tax cut class warfare. Well, 
I have got to tell you, if you have been 
in the middle class, you feel like you 
have survived a war over the past 
many years. 

There was the Great Recession, 
which was created by bad economic 
policies between 2000 and 2008. You lost 
your home values. You lost your 401(k). 
You watched your paychecks shrink. 

Now you have gone through a recov-
ery where the statistics tell you that 
things are going well: the economy has 
improved 12 percent; that is good news. 
Corporate profits are up 46 percent; 
that is good news. The stock market is 
up 92 percent; that is good news. But 
you look at your pay stub and say: 
Where is my good news? I am not keep-
ing pace with everybody else. 

In 1992, Jim Carville famously said, 
‘‘It’s the economy, stupid.’’ In 2015, it 
is my paycheck, stupid. It is para-
mount that this Congress, Democrats 
and Republicans, find ways to provide 
tax cuts to provide the break that the 
great middle class deserves and the 
break that has eluded them for too 
long. 

This is not class warfare, Mr. Speak-
er. This is growing the great and strong 
middle class of this country. 

f 

b 1215 

HONORING LEGACY OF BAYARD 
WINSLOW ‘‘CHIP’’ KENNETT II 

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life and legacy 
of Chip Kennett from Conway, New 
Hampshire, who passed away this 
weekend at the age of 34 after a heroic 
2-year battle with lung cancer. 

Chip was a dedicated public servant 
on Capitol Hill, devoted friend, father, 
husband, and inspiration to us all. 
Upon his diagnosis, Chip used his Cap-
itol Hill experience to advocate on be-
half of lung cancer research, testifying 
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